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Helicopter Training Information

CAA/0328

The requirement to fly a helicopter is to obtain a Private Pilot License (PPL Helicopter). This license allows you to fly helicopters but, not for remuneration. However, if you are looking to make helicopter aviation your career path then a Commercial Pilots License (CPL Helicopter) is required. This allows you to receive remuneration for your flying.

The schools training helicopters

At the flying school you're flying training will be completed on the agile and maneuverable Robinson R22 or the Hughes 300, both are piston engine helicopters. However, should you wish to train on your own helicopter, or learn to fly on a different type, we will be glad to accommodate you. 

General

All the required material and books are provided and are available at the flying school. The entire course is conducted "in house" with exception to the radio license which is a short course followed by an exam.

Our big advantage is that we offer a Roaming Flying School, in other words we will come and do your training where it is most convenient to you. 

When conducting training in Gauteng, we will use Kitty Hawk as our base, but due to our mobility we can conduct training at any of the major airports around Gauteng.

With the other services that Vortx Aviation supplies there are regular opportunities to build hours on bigger turbine helicopters while crewing on ferry flight throughout Africa.

You might have the following questions?

How long will it take me to complete the PPL Helicopter course?

This depends entirely from person to person but if you already have aviation experience you will be able to complete the course in a shorter period of time. Full time students can complete the course in 4 - 6 weeks whilst part time students will take anything from 3 months depending on their availability. It is suggested that once you have started your course you complete it as soon as practically in order to stay current with the previous lessons.

How do I pay for the PPL Helicopter course?

Payment is made in advance. The amount depends on how quickly you complete the course; usually a block payment for 5, 10 or 15 hours of flying at a time should be adequate. You may also pay for each flying lesson as you go.

Is it difficult to fly helicopters?

No, like anything in life once you have been shown and learned to feel a task, it becomes easier to understand.

Do I need high school math & science to do my helicopter PPL?
Although it would be an advantage for your commercial pilot license, math & science is not required.

Are the PPL Helicopter exams difficult?

No, since by the time you are ready to write them you have spent many hours in the helicopter learning the practical aspects. The lectures prepare you for the exams and although they may seem difficult in the beginning, you will find they are the necessary stepping-stones for your safety whilst flying. 
Is there a demand for helicopter pilots?

Yes, there is a global shortage of helicopter pilots in general.

Can I do advanced training at Vortx Aviation?

Yes, we offer a wide variety of advanced training. 

Helicopter Private Pilot License Requirements

1. Be at least 17 years of age.

2. Complete a minimum of 50 hours instruction (includes 15 hours of solo time).

3. Aviation Medical Class 2

4. Pass written and oral examinations.

5. Complete a Restricted Radio Course

6. Undergo and pass a practical flight-test.

The examinations for PPL (H) are:

Navigation

Meteorology

Air Navigation Regulations

Principles of Flight

Helicopter Technical & General

* According to new SACAA regulations, the PPL examinations will have to be written at CAA in Midrand, or at an approved satellite facility. There will also be specified Ground School courses to be completed. These courses are available at several institutions around the country, and we will be happy to make the necessary arrangements. The examinations are essential to provide the pilot with the tools necessary to be a safe and proficient pilot.

Cost Breakdown
Medical





R        750.00

Flying: 50 Hours @ R2100.00


R 105 000.00

Lectures & Briefings




R      1600.00

PPL Training Kit




R      1800.00

Restricted Radio License Course


R        750.00

Issue of Student Pilot License


R        310.00

PPL Flight Test Fee




R        600.00

Issue of Private Pilot License


R        360.00

TOTAL EXCLUSIVE



R 111 170.00

VAT





R   15 563.80

TOTAL INCLUSIVE




R 126 733.80
* An additional R250 per day will be charged when training is done away from base

* Towing of the helicopter will be charged at R8.50 per kilometer, one way.

Commercial Pilot License

Requires 200 hours of helicopter flying (150 hours over and above the hours flown for PPL(H)). 
Other requirements are:

1. Aviation Class 1 Medical

2. General Radio License

3. Commercial Pilot License theory examinations written at the South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) and a flight test carried out by a designated examiner.

Other

Vortx Aviation can accommodate your personal requirements for your flight training from ab-initio training through to commercial pilot training, as well as various ratings, for example game rating, night rating, sling rating, safety pilot rating and a number of type ratings.







